
Newsletter January 2020
Dear 2019 Syndicate Member, 

You will note from the heading that we have decided to re-brand our organisation as Cinder Hill Fly Fishing as 
we felt that “The Cinder Hill Trouting Syndicate” sounded too elitist and that “Cinder Hill Fly Fishing” is a more 
understandable and approachable name. We hope you will agree.

THE 2019 SEASON:

The Fishing: The 2019 season is now behind us and planning is underway to try to ensure a good fishing 
season for 2020. Last year started well with good catch returns every month and this continued until the end of 
June when the weather turned warmer, inevitably the water temperatures in all of the lakes began to rise and 
this, together with low rainfall, led to the inevitable decline in catches. Luckily it was not as consistently hot as 
in 2018 and some fish continued to be caught, but it was very hard work. Similar to previous years we tailor 
stocking levels to catch rates and water temperatures to avoid stress to the fish.
Once again, the Committee took the decision to re-credit members with the number of visits at which they had 
blanked during the Summer “doldrums”. We are very aware that things can be slow and hard going with the 
warm weather in the summer and we are trying to do whatever we can to improve this. Catches picked up 
again in the autumn but the latter part of the season always seems to be harder work.
We are also experiencing increasing numbers of cormorants on the lakes and mink have also been spotted. 
These predators are also pose a threat to the pheasant and we have the full support of our Landlords in 
effectively trying to deal with these problems.

Maintenance:  A great deal of work has been carried out by some members to improve facilities in the huts at 
Cinder Hill and Piplye. In addition, one of our Committee members has made some excellent new picnic bench
/ tables for Cinder Hill and Piplye. Further work has been carried out by skilled volunteer members, but, again 
this year, we have had the usual battle trying to keep on top of all of the maintenance that is required at the 
lakes. Similar to previous years we started the season with good numbers of volunteers at the first work parties
but this inevitably fell off and it was again a battle for the remaining few stalwarts to keep things under control. 
We all owe a huge debt of gratitude to those few members who turned out regularly to keep the lakes in good 
condition for the rest of us to enjoy.
This year the Committee took the decision to employ a contractor to cut and remove the weed from Grubbero 
Pool (top lake) and Piplye Pool (middle lake) at Piplye. This was delayed for a week because of damage to the 
machine during transport but was completed in only one day which reduced the cost to us. The operation was 
considered to be a success and speedily rendered the lakes more fishable.
Once again members who attended the work parties through the year enjoyed a day out at Brick Farm Lakes 
where they enjoyed a very welcome hearty mid morning breakfast and as well as a good day fishing.

Poaching: We did not see any obvious signs of poaching last season and we rely on members feeding back to
us anything suspicious that they see at the lakes. On no account, however, should members confront anyone 
they consider suspicious, but if it is possible to safely take some photographs, especially of any vehicle 
registration, these could prove extremely valuable.

Shows: Again in 2019, Cinder Hill Fly Fishing, assisted by the Sussex Branch of Salmon & Trout Conservation
UK, attended the South of England Show, the Autumn Show & Game Fair and Connect with the Countryside 
Schools day, all held at Ardingly. These shows are valuable and provide an opportunity to meet other anglers 
and recruit new members as well as providing us with some additional funds and we anticipate that we will be 
attending these three events again in 2020.

Recruitment: We have continued to work hard to maintain membership and our attendance at the South of 
England Show and the Autumn Show and Game Fair help. The “Taster Sessions” have continued to be very 
popular, resulting in the recruitment of a number of new members. Taster session application forms are now 
available on our website and we will again be placing 3 months of advertisements in the “Freshwater Informer”.

Auction and Sponsorship: Geoff Taylor again organised an online auction and thanks to the support of 
members we have been able to raise some valuable funding. We had a similar number of lots to last year 
resulting in raising a magnificent £613. Geoff has devoted many hours trying to enlist sponsorship from a 
variety of organizations, some of whom donated valuable lots to us. We shall try to hold a similar auction next 
year so if anyone can suggest or contribute a lot this would be enormously appreciated.
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Annual Dinner: Thanks, once again, to the hard work of our Secretary / Organiser, Mark Orchin, the Annual 
Dinner is now an established fixture in the year, and it was again held at the Cock Inn in Wivelsfield Green on 
the 15th of June. The food and company were excellent and again Mark and Val. produced an absorbing table 
quiz, which added to the fun of the evening. Attended by some 30 members and guests, it was again a great 
success, everyone reporting that it was an excellent opportunity to meet up with other Cinder Hill members.  
We are planning to hold this event again in 2020 so look out for the date.

Charity Fishing Day in Aid of MacMillan Nurses: On 28th April at Cinder Hill, member Laurie Storer and 
Secretary Mark Orchin once again organised and ran a very successful Charity Fishing day in aid of Macmillan 
Nurses. Laurie also very kindly donated funds to enable an additional fish stocking.
A tasty barbecue was provided by Val Orchin and Mandy Reeves with a cool beer, scrumptious cake, drinks 
and a raffle. Supported by 23 members and guests the event raised a valuable £565 for this very deserving 
charity and everyone caught some hard fighting rainbow and brown trout. Well done everyone, especially Val 
and Mandy who kept us fed and watered.

Arlington Fishery Membership: Over the past few years the Sussex Branch of S&TC UK, as an additional 
benefit of membership of the Branch, have purchased two memberships at the Arlington Reservoir enabling 
members to enjoy a generous £10 discount off the normal day ticket prices. The reservoir fished exceptionally 
well in 2019 and the Branch will be repeating the arrangements again this year, which are now extended to 
include Cinder Hill Fly Fishing members who are also members of the Angling Trust.
The 2020 season at Arlington starts on the 25th January and finishes on the 27th June and from the 1st April, 
boats, with or without electric outboards, are also available at reduced rates.
Other than purchasing a fishing ticket and paying for boat hire if required, at the discounted rates, there is no 
additional cost to members. In the past this facility has been regularly used by some, but we would like to see 
more taking advantage of this arrangement. There are however, certain procedures to follow when fishing,     
so if you wish to participate in this scheme, please contact Branch Secretary Mike Richardson, telephone: 
01435 812854, or email: sta.sussex@gmail.com to enroll.

Annual Match, S&TC UK Sussex Branch & Cinder Hill v Sussex FDG: For many years now there has  
been a match between the Sussex Branches of S&TC UK and the Sussex Branch of the Fly Dressers Guild, 
contested by teams of 12 from each organization and in recent years we have fielded a combined Branch / 
Cinder Hill Fly Fishing team. Unfortunately, over the years, the Guild have proved victorious more often than 
not and we last won 2014. Sadly this was again the result in 2019, although it was still a very enjoyable day   
for all who took part.
This year’s match is scheduled for Saturday the 18th April, again at Duncton Mill and we will therefore be 
seeking volunteers for our team at some time in the new year prior to the event. Duncton Mill is a superb 4 lake
venue, so why not volunteer for our team and help to make 2020 a winning year for us as it would be really 
nice if we could wrest the trophy back from the Guild. Further details will be posted in due course, watch out for
the announcements via email or our website.

Annual General Meeting: We are holding our AGM on a Saturday afternoon this year, the date being the 7th 
March, again at Chailey Village Hall, in the hope that we can entice more members to come along and have 
their say in the running of our organisation, so please put the date in your diary. The venue is located just 
before the Five Bells Pub on the left hand side of the A275 road going north and there is more than adequate 
parking. Tea, Coffee and biscuits will be provided. We hope you will try to attend.
Important items for discussion and decision will once again include; catch and release and whether to change 
or maintain the catch limit per visit. An Agenda and Minutes of last year’s meeting will be circulated later. 

Communication: It is important that we maintain effective communication with all members and we cannot 
afford to do this using the postal system. If you have access to internet facilities, please ensure that we have 
an up to date and correct email address for you and you can keep up-to-date with things on our website 
www.  cinder  -hill-trout.uk or Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Cinder-Hill-Trouting-Syndicate

2019 Membership: Enclosed / attached is the programme for 2020 and the two part form inviting members to 
join or renew their membership of Cinder Hill Fly Fishing for the coming season and to volunteer their services 
at the various events we participate in through the year. Please complete as necessary and forward back to us 
as soon as possible. Cheques should be made payable to “Cinder Hill Trouting Syndicate” please.
A BACS option is available upon request.

In Conclusion: I have been Chairman of the Syndicate and now Cinder Hill Fly Fishing since January 2007 
and I have now decided not to stand for re-election at the AGM in 2020. I think the time has come for someone 
with new ideas and enthusiasm to take over.
We have had our ups and downs over the years, but it has been a pleasure and a privilege to chair the 
organisation for the past thirteen years and I thank you all for your trust and support during this time.

With very best wishes and tight lines in 2020,

Rod Yuill    Chairman, Cinder Hill Fly Fishing
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