
Newsletter January 2018
Dear Members,

The 2017 Season: This year I am pleased to report that we have had a very good fishing season, with 
fish being caught during every month, even including July and August. Although the water temperatures 
rose during late June and things became quieter, the onset of cooler nights and some opportune showers 
soon brought them back down to a more “trout friendly” range and the fishing improved. This year, the 
latter part of the season has been remarkably good, especially as many of the fish stocked were over 2lb 
with several to 4lb plus. 
Tony Kaatze and Clive Newington renewed the floor of the Cinder Hill hut and Tony has also replaced and
upgraded the table at Piplye and the writing desk at Cinder Hill among other things.  The courageous 
stalwarts who consistently turned out to the work parties have dragged “tons” of weed out of the waters at 
Piplye in order to keep the lakes in a “fishable” condition as well as doing as much of the other necessary 
maintenance as time allowed. We really need two or three times the number of members helping with this 
work and it is only by the courtesy, kindness and generosity of these regular work party volunteers that 
the rest of us can continue to enjoy our fishing.

2018 and in the future: The fishing has now drawn to a close for another year and it is time for us to do 
some serious thinking about the future of our Syndicate as we move into the next term with negotiations 
for a new lease and we will really need your continued support as a member.
For a number of years now we have seen a steady decline in membership numbers. From the years when
we had a waiting list and had to limit membership numbers to 130, we have steadily lost approximately 10
members per year until this last year, when we only managed membership equivalent to 63 full rods.  
Needless to say, this has had a detrimental effect on our annual income, as in 2016 we made a loss of 
just under £900 and we expect the deficit at the end of this year to be approximately £3,800. We run the 
Syndicate to keep the cost of fishing as low as possible and are loathe to raise the annual subscription 
above the current level, but our income does not now cover our expenses and, since, other than by 
encouraging more people to join, we are unable to increase our income, we will have to explore ways to 
reduce our costs.  Our 3 main expenses are our rent, buying stock fish and insurance via our membership
of the Angling Trust. Next year, 2018, is an especially crucial year for us, because it is the final year of our
current agreement and we will have to negotiate the terms of any future lease. We shall have to think very
carefully about what sort of arrangements we make with our landlords for 2019 and beyond.

Recruitment: We have explored numerous ideas to encourage membership and our attendance at the 
South of England Show, the Autumn Show and Game Fair and more recently iFish have made a 
contribution towards this. We introduced a £10 taster session at the shows this year which has proved 
productive, where current members met and fished with prospective members resulting in several new 
recruits to the Syndicate.  Naturally, we are planning to attend these shows and run the taster sessions 
again in 2018.
Several years ago it was a condition of Syndicate membership that members also be a member of the 
then Salmon & Trout Association, now Salmon & Trout Conservation UK. Then two or three years ago we 
gained our landlords agreement to also allow Angling Trust members as well as members of STC UK. 
Syndicate operations were then separated from those of the Sussex Branch of STC UK and last year, 
aimed at removing any possible impediment to the recruitment of new members and once again with the 
agreement of our landlords, the requirement for all new members to be current members of either STC 
UK or the AT was relaxed for a trial year. While we would encourage Syndicate members to become 
members of either organization, this relaxation has been extended for a further year, hopefully to 
encourage more people to join the Syndicate.
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Auction and Sponsorship: For the last few years Geoff Taylor has organised an auction, initially at the 
annual dinner and more recently online, all of which have raised valuable funds for the Syndicate. Geoff 
has also put in many hours trying to enlist sponsorship from a variety of companies, which currently 
include Selectafly and the Ridgeview Wine Estate, both of whom have donated items for the auction. We 
have also received support from Brick Farm Lakes Trout Fishery, Duncton Mill Fishery, Northall Clay 
Pigeon Club, the Cock Inn at Wivelsfield Green, the Southdown Gliding Club, Alan Purnell and Mark 
Orchin, all of whom donated auction lots and our sincere thanks are expressed to all the donors and to all 
the bidders, successful or not, as this has all helped raise valuable funds..

Social Events: The Annual Dinner in 2017, held at the Cock Inn in Wivelsfield Green in June and 
attended by some 30 members and guests was deemed a great success. The food and company was 
excellent and an amusing table quiz added to the fun of the evening. This event has been booked again 
for Friday 15th June 2018 at the same venue, tickets will be limited so book early when advised.

      
At Piplye on September 9th member Laurie Storer and Syndicate Secretary Mark Orchin organised and 
ran a very successful Charity Fishing day in aid of Macmillan Nurses. Laurie also very kindly donated 
funds to enable an additional stocking of some considerably larger fish. A tasty barbeque was provided 
along with scrumptious cake, drinks and a raffle. Attended by some 13 members plus guests, the day 
raised £400 for this very worthy cause and a similar event will be arranged again in 2018, most likely in 
May, we’ll keep you posted.

Arlington Fishery Membership: Over the past couple of years or so, the Sussex Branch of STC UK, as 
an additional benefit of membership of the Branch, have purchased two memberships at the Arlington 
Reservoir fishery, enabling members to enjoy a generous £10 discount off the normal day ticket prices 
and this privilege is also now extended to non STC UK Syndicate members who are members of the 
Angling Trust. This facility has been regularly used by some, but we would like to see more taking 
advantage of this scheme and two memberships will be taken out again this year, but if they are not more 
widely used we may have to review the situation for 2019. If you would like to take advantage of this 
scheme, there are certain procedures to follow, so please contact Mike Richardson (Tel: 01435 812854, 
Email: mike.horam@uwclub.net) and we will provide you with all the information you will need in order to 
participate. The 2018 season at Arlington starts on the 27th January, finishes on the 29th June and from 
the 1st April, boats, with or without electric outboards, will also be available at reduced rates, subject to 
certain restrictions. Other than purchasing your fishing ticket and paying for boat hire if required at the 
discounted rates, there is no additional cost to members. Those who enrolled in the scheme last year will 
automatically receive updated information and paperwork for 2018.

Annual Match, STC UK Sussex Branch v Sussex FDG: For many years now there has been a match 
each year between the Sussex Branches of STC UK and the Fly Dressers Guild, contested by teams of 
12 from each organization. Unfortunately, over the years, the Guild have proved more victorious than the 
Branch, the latter last winning in 2014 and it would be nice if we could wrest the trophy back in 2018. 
Although initially the team was drawn from STC UK members, since the separation of the Syndicate from 
the Branch, with many members now Angling Trust members, the team will be selected from all the 
members of the Branch and Syndicate, whether STC UK and/or AT or not.
This year’s match is scheduled for Saturday the 14th April, again at Duncton Mill near Petworth in West 
Sussex and we will therefore be seeking volunteers for the team at some time in the new year prior to the 
event. Duncton is a superb 4 lake venue and the cost of the day will be around £50 for a 4 fish ticket, to 
include a sit down lunch at mid day.

Cinder Hill Trouting Syndicate, Newsletter Jan 2018, Page 2 of 3



Courses: Alan Purnell has been our chief coach now for 10 years and has successfully run innumerable 
fly fishing courses and introduced countless numbers of people to our sport. Alan has made the big 
decision to relocate to Yorkshire and this will leave a big hole in our training and coaching activities. We 
are immensely proud and grateful for the dedication and professionalism that Alan has put in to his role as
well as being an active Committee member, and wish him all the best for his new life away from Sussex. 
While we have several Level 1 coaches amongst our members, in order to satisfy insurance 
requirements, we need a Level 2 coach to be present to oversee the activities on the day, so we now 
need to recruit a suitably qualified person to replace Alan as soon as possible for the 2018 season.

Annual General Meeting: The meeting this year is on Friday the 9th February, 8pm, in Fletching Village 
Hall, immediately following the Branch AGM and is going to be the most important since the founding of 
the Syndicate some 20 years ago and we need everyone to come along and be involved.
Is the Syndicate still viable? Definitely, but this year is when we have to decide how to move forward.
Items for discussion and decision include; whether to extend Catch and Release and whether to change 
or maintain the catch limit per visit. In fact, any matters relating to the running of the Syndicate are open 
for discussion and consideration. Please put the date in your diary, come along and have your say.
The Agenda and Minutes of last year’s meeting will follow at a later date.

Brexit: We wonder what effect leaving the EU will have on the state of our waters. At the moment we are 
told that all the EU directives currently embodied in UK law will be upheld. The EU issued the European 
Water Framework Directive which came into force in December 2000 and became part of UK law in 
December 2003, requiring all waters in Europe, which includes rivers, lakes, wetlands, groundwater, 
estuaries & coastal waters, to be brought up to good environmental status by 2015.
For various reasons, including shortage of fish, many of the waters in our area fail to reach the required 
standard and while there has been plenty of talk, here we are now in 2018 with little sign of activity being 
seen on the ground in our neck of the woods to improve things for the future, shortage of funding being 
the main excuse for the lack of progress. We can only hope that the situation will improve, but it seems 
unlikely in the short term. However, one way all members can help, is by supporting STC UK, the Angling 
Trust and other organizations fighting to protect our precious waters and fish and by adding your name to 
the various online petitions which are circulated from time to time. The greater the numbers signing up, 
the more pressure can be applied to the various authorities to get things sorted. 

Communication: We obviously wish to maintain effective communication with members and it is not 
possible, because of the costs and time involved, to do this easily using the postal system, so, if you have 
access to internet facilities, please ensure that we have an up to date and correct Email address for you.

2018 Membership: Enclosed / attached are the Branch and Syndicate programme for 2018 and the two 
part form inviting members to join or renew their membership of the Cinder Hill Trouting Syndicate for the 
coming season and to volunteer their services by helping at the various events we participate in through 
the year. Please complete as necessary and forward to Robert Nathan as soon as possible. If joining or 
renewing Syndicate membership, cheques for made out to “Cinder Hill Trouting Syndicate” please.

I do hope we shall see you at the Syndicate AGM.

Best wishes and tight lines in 2018,

Rod Yuill

Chairman, Cinder Hill Trouting Syndicate

P.S. Please keep up-to-date with things on the Syndicate website and Facebook page.
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